
B2-C2 Handbook
VER. 1.1



CONTENTS
ABOUT the TIE B2-C2 Exam .............................................................. 2

OVERVIEW of the TIE B2-C2 Exam .............................................. 4

STRUCTURE of the TIE B2-C2 Exam ............................................ 5

The TIE B2-C2 SPOKEN Exam .................................................. 6

ASSESSING the TIE SPOKEN Exam ...................................... 7

The TIE B2-C2 WRITTEN Exam ................................................ 8

ASSESSING the TIE WRITTEN Exam .................................... 9

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS .............................................. 10

SAMPLE Logbooks .................................................................................. 13

SAMPLE WRITTEN Exam Booklets .............................................. 14



The TIE qualifications allow Candidates to re-take the exam for each individual component of the
qualification. Each component within each qualification is weighted equally. 

This Handbook contains detailed guidance and information about the TIE B2-C2 Exam.

For guidance and information about the TIE A1-B1 Exam, please refer to the TIE Exams A1-B1 Handbook.

Description

ABOUT THE TIE B2-C2 EXAM

TIE - Test of Interactive English consists of a suite of 6 qualifications, mapped to the CEFR
(Common European Framework of Reference for Languages).

TIE - Test of Interactive English is an integrated 4-skills test of language ability, consisting of     
2 exam components, within which the candidate’s Speaking, Reading, Writing, Listening and
Interactive skills are assessed.

The assessment of each qualification consists of 2 mandatory exam components at the
corresponding level:

Spoken TIE Exam
Written TIE Exam
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The TIE - Test of Interactive English qualifications are regulated by OFQUAL (Office of Qualifications      
and Examinations Regulation) and awarded by Gatehouse Awards Ltd in the United Kingdom. 

They are valid, trusted and accepted by employers, colleges and universities, as well as government
authorities and institutions worldwide.

OFQUAL Recognition (Regulatory Status)

Support Materials

A wide range of support materials are published online at www.tieexams.com, including the TIE Exam
Handbooks, sample exams and past papers.

http://www.tieexams.com/


Innovation

TIE promotes the use of authentic material, selected by the candidate. The Spoken and Written TIE
exams incorporate tasks for which candidates can prepare before the exam date, choosing topics and
texts of their personal interest. 

TIE adopts a unique approach to language testing in which Speaking, Reading, Listening, Writing and
Interactive Skills are considered to be inter-related: the receptive language skills support and underlie the
productive skills – much as they tend to do in real life.

Exam Structure

The TIE B2-C2 exam consists of 2 components:

Spoken TIE Exam: assesses interactive Speaking and Listening skills.
Written TIE Exam: assesses interactive Reading and Writing skills.

Assessment

In TIE, candidates receive a grade that corresponds to a level of language proficiency based on the CEFR
(Common European Framework of Reference for Languages). Their performance in the exam determines
which CEFR level they have achieved. Candidates are then awarded a certificate indicating the level of
qualification they have achieved.

TIE Availability

TIE Exams are offered in both paper-based and online formats through:

TIE General Examinations (paper-based and online)
TIE On Demand Examinations for partner schools

TIE exams are available internationally and are held throughout the year. 
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Re-Sit Exams

Candidates who do not achieve their target level on either the Spoken or Written TIE exam component of
the exam are eligible for one free re-sit within 6 months.

This re-sit covers only the exam component (Spoken or Written) in which the candidate did not reach the
level they aimed for on their first attempt.

Second Chance

If a candidate does not achieve their target level in both the Spoken and Written TIE exam components,
they can retake the full exam a second time within 2 months at a reduced cost.

If the candidate does not use their Second Chance offer within the 2-month timeframe, they will be
awarded the qualification they achieved at their initial exam.

Re-Sit & Second Chance 



To prepare for the TIE B2-C2 Exam, the candidate must complete a Logbook containing the following
materials:

Investigation: The candidate prepares an investigation on a topic of their choice, including additional
areas of interest, questions, themes, or ideas related to their investigation topic.
Book: The candidate reads a book, writes a summary of their book, and records further analysis,
commentary, or discussion about their book.
News Story: The candidate writes a summary of a news story they have read and records further
analysis, commentary, or discussion about their news story. 

Preparation of the Logbook is a mandatory requirement.

Before the Exam Day: Preparation

The candidate must bring a copy of their completed Logbook with them on the day of the exam.

Candidates are able to refer to their Logbook throughout the exam accordingly:

Spoken TIE Exam
Presentation & discussion of their Investigation by each candidate
Presentation & discussion of either the Book or News Story by each candidate

Written TIE Exam
Production of a text based on the Book
Production of a text based on the News Story

On the Day of the Exam
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The 2 components (Written & Spoken TIE Exam) are compulsory for each candidate and are held on the
same day.

OVERVIEW OF THE TIE B2-C2 EXAM

Spoken TIE Exam 

Candidates are examined in pairs (or groups
of 3 in case of an odd number of candidates).

Exam duration for 2 candidates: approx. 25
minutes
Exam duration for 3 candidates: approx. 35
minutes

Written TIE Exam

Candidates are required to complete 2 tasks:

Writing Task 1: Write a text based on their News Story.
Writing Task 2: Write a text based on their Book.

Total duration: 90 minutes

The use of a monolingual (English-English) dictionary is
permitted (*not permitted in the TIE online Exam).



Stage Activity Description Time

1. Personal
Introductions

Introductions,
exchange of
personal
information

Each candidate introduces him/herself and
answers personal questions from the
Interlocutor.    

4 minutes
(for 2 candidates)
 

5-6 minutes 
(for 3 candidates)

2. Investigation
Presentation and
discussion of
Investigations 

Each candidate presents his/her Investigation
and answers questions from the Interlocutor and
the other candidate(s). 

8-9 minutes
(for 2 candidates)
12-13 minutes
(for 3 candidates)

3. The News Story
Presentation and
discussion of the
News Story

One candidate presents his/her News Story and
answers questions from the Interlocutor and the
other candidate(s).

5-6 minutes

4. The Book
Presentation and
discussion of the
Book

One candidate presents his/her Book and
answers questions from the Interlocutor and the
other candidate(s).

5-6 minutes

Total exam duration

approx. 25 minutes
(for 2 candidates)
approx. 35 minutes
(for 3 candidates)

STRUCTURE OF THE TIE B2-C2 EXAM

TIE B2-C2 Spoken Exam (Speaking & Listening)
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The TIE exams are designed to be accessible and inclusive. 

Learners with particular needs may be eligible for Reasonable Adjustments - these are arrangements
that can be made to take account of disability or learning difficulty without compromising the validity
and integrity of the exam and qualification. 

For example, candidates with dyslexia, dysgraphia or mobility problems affecting their ability to write
may be entitled to sit their written exam with the help of a scribe (or additional time for the TIE online
exam). 

Candidates affected by unforeseen circumstances on the day of the exam, which may affect their ability
to complete their exam, may also be eligible for Special Consideration. 

Candidates with Additional Needs



Activity: Exchange of personal information.
Time: 4 min approx.
Task description: The Interlocutor invites the candidates to introduce themselves and answer
questions.
Materials: none.
Example questions:

Where do you live? / Do you like your town/city/ neighbourhood? Is there anything you would like
to change about your town/ city/ neighbourhood?
Why are you learning English?
What are your plans for the future?
What do you like doing in your free time?

TIE Spoken Exam STAGE 1: PERSONAL INTRODUCTIONS

Activity: Presentation and discussion of Investigations (all candidates).
Time: 8-9 min approx.
Task description: Candidates present their Investigations for at least 2 minutes each and respond to
questions asked by the Interlocutor and their co-candidate.

TIE Spoken Exam STAGE 2: THE INVESTIGATION 

Activity: Presentation and discussion of the News Story.
Time: 5-6 min approx.
Task description: One of the candidates presents his/her News Story for at least 2 minutes and
responds to questions asked by the Interlocutor and their co-candidate.

TIE Spoken Exam STAGE 3: THE NEWS STORY

Activity: Presentation and discussion of the Book.
Time: 5-6 min approx.
Task description: One of the candidates presents his/her Book for at least 2 minutes and responds to
questions asked by the Interlocutor and their co-candidate.

TIE Spoken Exam STAGE 4: THE BOOK 
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The examiners assess the candidates’ performance based on specific criteria:

Aural Reception (Listening) measures the candidate’s ability to process the spoken input of the other
speakers (i.e., listening for gist, specific information, detailed understanding, implications, etc.).
Interaction refers to the candidate’s ability to interact with his/her partner and the Examiner.
Communicative Effectiveness refers to the candidate’s ability to convey his/her message.
Grammatical Accuracy & Complexity refers to the candidate’s grammatical & syntactical control.
Lexical Range & Appropriacy measures the candidate’s lexical repertoire and ability to make
appropriate lexical choices.
Phonological Control measures the candidate’s ability to produce comprehensible speech.

Based on the criteria above, candidates are graded on a scale from B2 to C2 or below according to their
performance. Candidates who are graded as below B2 are re-assessed at B1 and may be awarded a B1
grade as a fallback grade. The criteria have been mapped to level descriptors in the scales of the
Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR).

ASSESSING THE SPOKEN TIE EXAM
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Activity Description

Writing
Task 1

The candidate is presented with 2 questions. The candidate is expected to select 1 of the questions and answer it
in reference to the News Story they have read.

Text types:
email or letter
essay

Length of texts per level of examination:
B2: approx. 150 words
C1: approx. 200 words
C2: approx. 250 words

Writing
Task 2

The candidate is presented with 2 questions. The candidate is expected to select 1 of the questions and answer it
in reference to the Book they have read. 

Text types:
review 
article

Length of texts per level of examination:
B2: approx. 150 words
C1: approx. 200 words
C2: approx. 250 words

Total exam duration: 90 minutes

STRUCTURE OF THE TIE B2-C2 EXAM

TIE B2-C2 Written Exam (Reading & Writing)
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Markers assess the candidates’ performance based on the following criteria:

Visual Reception (Reading) measures the degree of the candidate’s understanding as well as the
extent to which their background reading is successfully displayed in their produced scripts.
Production & Text Organisation measures the candidate’s ability to produce clear, well-structured
and coherent text, following the genre conventions set in the task.
Task Achievement assesses how appropriately, effectively and relevantly the candidate responds to
the tasks set
Grammatical Accuracy & Complexity refers to the candidate’s grammatical & syntactical control
Lexical Range and Appropriacy measures the candidate’s lexical repertoire and ability to make
appropriate lexical choices
Orthographic Control & Punctuation assesses the candidate’s control of the conventions of spelling
and punctuation.

Based on the criteria above, candidates are graded on a scale from B2 to C2 or below according to their
performance. Candidates who are graded as below B2 are re-assessed at B1 and may be awarded a B1
grade as a fallback grade. The criteria have been mapped to the level descriptors in the scales of the
Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR).

ASSESSING THE WRITTEN TIE EXAM
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What is the Candidate’s Logbook? The Candidate's Logbook contains the necessary materials (i.e.,
Investigation, Book and News Story), which the candidate is required to prepare in advance of the exam
day. The candidates must have their Logbooks with them on the day of the exam.

Is the Candidate’s Logbook mandatory? YES, the Candidate’s Logbook is mandatory for both exam
parts (Written & Spoken Exam).

Is the Candidate’s Logbook assessed in the examination? NO, the Candidate’s Logbook is NOT
assessed or awarded a grade.

Should the Candidate’s Logbook be hand written or typed? Both are allowed. Candidates may choose
the most convenient format for them.

THE CANDIDATE’S LOGBOOK

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Should the candidate be prepared to introduce him/herself? YES, but s/he should also be ready to
answer personal questions. At the higher levels, the examiner may ask candidates to ask each other one
or more personal questions.

Does the examiner ask candidates questions? YES, the examiner asks each candidate a few personal
questions about their life, hobbies, studies, work, etc.

PERSONAL INFORMATION

THE SPOKEN TIE EXAM

Can an entire class prepare an investigation based on the same topic? NO, teachers should NOT
permit an entire class to prepare an investigation based on the same topic. Students should be
encouraged to choose different investigation topics. 

Should the candidate pay attention to the other candidate’s presentation? YES, the Spoken TIE Exam
is interaction based. Candidates should be attentive listeners as they will be requested to ask questions
and comment on the other candidate’s presentation.

THE INVESTIGATION

What types of books are accepted? Any type of book - fiction, non-fiction or a graded reader.
Compilations or anthologies are allowed, but we recommend that the candidate focuses on one story.
English coursebooks or magazines are NOT permitted.

Are non-English books permitted? NO, only books in English are permitted. Candidates who have based
their preparation on a non-English book will be awarded DNF (Did Not Fulfill Requirements).

THE BOOK
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Can the News Story come from the Internet? YES.

Should the candidate pay attention to the other candidate’s presentation? YES, the Spoken TIE Exam
is interaction based. Candidates should be attentive listeners as they will be requested to ask questions
and comment on their partner’s presentation.

Can an entire class prepare the same News Story? NO, teachers should NOT permit an entire class to
follow the same news story. Students should be encouraged to choose different news stories. 

How should the candidate choose his.her News Story? Candidates may choose any News Story they
wish provided that it is not older than 12 months from the exam date.

THE NEWS STORY

Should the candidate choose a book at the level s/he aims at? The level or difficulty of the book is not
assessed in the exam. Therefore, the candidates are free to choose any book they like. However, they
need to be satisfied that the content of their book will allow them to demonstrate their language abilities
required at their target level. For this reason, it is suggested that the book they choose to read is either at
the level they register for or one level lower than that.

Can an entire class read the same book? NO, teachers should NOT permit an entire class to use the
same book. Students should be encouraged to choose different books. 

Should the candidate pay attention to his/her co-candidate’s book presentation? YES, the Spoken TIE
Exam is interaction based. Candidates should be attentive listeners as they will be requested to ask
questions and comment on their partner’s presentation.

Can the candidates use a dictionary during the Written TIE Exam? YES, the use of a monolingual
(English-English) dictionary is permitted (Note: this is NOT permitted in the TIE online exam).

Can the candidates consult their Logbooks during the Written TIE Exam? YES.

THE WRITTEN TIE EXAM

What is the pass mark for the TIE Examination? There is no pass mark. In each exam component
(Spoken and Written Exam), the candidates are assessed and evaluated according to assessment criteria
mapped to the CEFR descriptors and are awarded a grade from B1 to C2 based on their performance. A
“Fail” outcome is only recorded when a candidate falls below the minimum requirements to be awarded
a B1 level qualification.

What is the role of the “+” grade in the marking process? Where the candidate has demonstrated that
skills are fully established across all criteria at the level and there is a clear indication that skills at the level
above may be emerging, but not yet consolidated, a grade with a ‘’+’’may be given. In other words, the “+”
grade indicates half a level. The final Written and Spoken Exam grade is based on the average of 6
different marks, corresponding to the 6 assessment criteria used in TIE.

ASSESSMENT
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Example of Spoken Grade:

How is the overall final grade calculated? A half-level difference between the Spoken and Written exam
overall grades is automatically rounded up. A full level difference results in the lower of the two outcomes
being awarded as the final grade.

The following table shows how the Spoken and Written grades are used to calculate the overall final
grade. 
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SAMPLE LOGBOOKS
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SAMPLE WRITTEN EXAM BOOKLETS
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Support line: 
211 800 1881 (land lines & fax)
+30 24610 28705 (mobile phones & international calls)

www.tieexams.gr, 

exams@tieexams.gr

Address
Kozani, Larisis & Papatsoni, 50132, +30 2461028705
Naoussa, Dim. Vlachou 13, 59200, +30 2332022231

International Examination Services


